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beloved Son in the Sight of Men. His. Love 
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- return, that ours for Fra ſhould. exceed all 
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us from him, or deter us from glorying in his 
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I Name. want. Reſolution, to do this, it is 
either becauſe they do not enough conſider 
the Wonders of his Life, Death, and Media- 
tion; or do not duly apply themſelves to that 

Purity of Heart, and Elevation of Mind, 

which the Goſpel preſcribes: And therefore, 
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"dren, more than me, is not worthy of me; 
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phemouſiy revile and deſpiſe a crucified Sa- 
Pour, or out of an idle and fooliſhi Fear, of 
being thought weak or ſux erſtitious. When 
Chriſtianity is become "Religion of a 
Country, it is to be e that many 
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it; and when Wealth, Luxury, and all 
Kinds of Exceſs increaſe and get Ground in 
that Country, it is by no Means ſtrange that 
the Proud, the Luxurious, and the Luſtful, 
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meek, the humble, the pure, and the mor- 
 tifying Doctrines of the bleſſed Jeſus. And 
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mies and Revilings, they only ſpeak a Land. 
ge which is conſiſtent with their general 
Conduct, and the open Revolt or Deſertion 
of ſuch corrupted Members, could be no real 
Loſs or Injury to the true myſtical Body of 
the Chriſtian Church. But for thoſe who 
are af all fincere in their Profeſſion of the 
. Goſpel, to be led by Faſhion, or Cuſtom, or 
a vain Fear of the Cenſures and Reproaches 
of the Scorner, to neglect the publick Wor- 
ſhip of their God and Saviour; this betrays 
the greateſt Weakneſs of Mind, and is un- 
jueſtionably a Crime of a very deep dye. To 
o this on ſuch Motives is plainly to preſer 
a Praiſe of Men, of weak, wicked, and 
fooliſh Men, to the Praiſe of God; and it is 
ſo far denying our bleſſed Lord before them, as 


it 9 a 88 * falſe Shame, 
do 


„ 


_ than even the Traitor 


to es -and WO in "profiting Z 
bim. 228. gn of the Inftication 
Chriſti p is to teſtify our own. Sins 

cerity, and to bell oder by paying our De- 

|  votions in the moſt open and publick Man- 
ner, to that God 3 * we profeſs to ſerve ; 
and our Creeds are wiſely inſerted in the pub- 
lick Offices of that Worſhip, that by reins; | 
ing them openly and audibly, in the Face of 
the Congregation, we ſhould acquit ourſelves 
of any Suſpicions of being aſhamed to con- 
feſs our Saviour, and ſhould both admoniſh, 
encourage, and comfort one another with theſe 
Words. And not to do this, barely to-avoid 
the Ridicule of a profane Jeſt, or a blaſ- 
phemous Scoff; or in Order to indulge the 
(ices, and procure the Countenance of any 
Man, or Body of Men, how great ſoever, is 
to betray the Cauſe of Chriſtianity to its E- 
e and it is in 
Effect ſelling our Maſter at a lower Price 
Judas fold him. And 
alas! What would become of ſuch Chriſtians, 
if it ſhould pleaſe God to: ſuffer the Enemies 
of our Faith, not only to ridicule, but ta 
perſecute the Profeſſion of it? What could be 
expected from them, but that they would, 
upon the firſt Trial, renounce their Religion, 
and betake themſelves to any other, which 
mould be ſaſe and in Biteem 7 And yet our 
great a 2neviec aſſures us, in the Wards of the 
Te — — dan * 


& all be denied by. 9 
Tho 


5 1 lim 
before his Father ubirb is in Heaven. 


5 NE ITS mode fin 3 5 
— WORE Bd, 
. e he hats baku of this 


Wb; which will be evident if we remember, 
that it is a Breach of all Faith, and of the 
moſt. ſolemn Engagements with God and 
NM What can be. hore: e 
2 — than the Chriſtian Covenant? 
What can reach the Conſciences of Men, 
and influence their Practice, if ſuch En | 
ments will not? The ſtricteſt Obligation that 
can; be invented, to bind Men to Fidelity 
with one another, is that of an Oath; 
wherein they appeal he God's Juſtice, and in- 
voke his Vengeance, if they fallify or de- 
| etive; and this we aa in a much more ſo- 
lem and awful Manner, in our Baptiſmal 
Vows, than in any other Caſe whatſoeves? 
For we there, not only appeal to the Al- 
zbey as a Witneſs of the Truth of what 
lay, or the Sincerity of what? we pro- 
milie; but we enter Int a Covenant, in 
which God himſelf is 4 Party; we bind our- 
ſclves 10 hin, and his Religion, in the ſtrict- 
elt Manner that Words, or Vows, or Oaths 
can 86; and we appeal to his Church, in 
whoſe Preſence we do it, as Witneſſes to t 
Engagement. Nor does it leſſen the Obliga- 


tion, a _ is done in our — Be- 
; i © 7%" * cCauſe 


and deny his Saviour, is 


claiming. 


here was n Reaſon but to concluge, that they 
them, would 2 no Semple of deſpiſing 4/4 


cauſe rear ati ſame, "wad make. it our 
oy Act and Deed, in our riper - Years, both 


| hs of the bleſſed e "And; for | 


Chriſtian, after all this, to renounce his Faith, 
Infolence; that mortal Man e can offer, to the - 
God that made him; it is affronting the AL 
mighty 20 bis: Face; and is bidding tas 
to Lis Vengeance in ſo daring and rife a 


Manner, as muſt fill ferious Minds with 


Horror and Dread. And with Regard to 
2 another, it is appealing to the whole 


Oh Church to prove that nothing can 
hay 57 Manner of Reſtraint upon them, in 
whatever they are inclined to do; it is pro- 
to the whole World, that they gan 
break through all Obligations, and afe not 
to be bound down by any Ties, either Civil | 


or Sacred. And therefore, the primitive 
Church denied thoſe: who apoſtatized from 


her, the Privilege of being accepted as.eredi- 
ble Witneſſes, "Tn her! Courts of Judicature z 
zecauſe » they | broke through 


| F290 Ties to T ruth. 964} Sincerity, than 


any others that could be laid upon them 3 and 


ves, break throug 
„ en . hs Ar 
„ 


n x din $7 n ENS erally Pede or 
baſs and unworth Va Motives; ſuch as Luſt 
and Intemperance, a Love of Singularity, or 
Pride and Self⸗Conceit. In Times of Perſe- 
ctition inde d, the Sight of Racks and Gib- 


9 and the Dread of Torture and Death, 
or even leſs grievous Sufferings, may terrify 


weak" and tender Minds into the Performance 
of what in their Hearts they deteſt and ab- 
hor; and both Charity $024 Humanity re- 
1 aire that great Allowances ſhould be made 
to the Weakneſs and Infirmities of human 
Kane in ſuch Caſes. But when Men are 
at Liberty to continue in the Profeſſion of 
: — Faith with Impunity, it- is not to be 
conceived that "any Thing but 4 Slavery to 
dome Luſt, Intereſt, br Paſfon, can prompt 
| thy: tö renounce and revile* a Religion fo 
beautiful and lovely in itſelf, and ſo ſtrongly 
prov e cos" from God; a Religion 10 
pure and fo peaccable; ſo full of Comfort to 
each . and ſo beneficial tõ human 
* 25 that of the bleſſed "Jeſus. It is 

t tõ Be conceived: that any Thing but the 
Neſtraints it lays: on Men's Actions and Paſ- 
ons, can make them Enemies to ſo divine 
: _ avenly an Inſtitution; As on the other 
and it is not eaſy for any Man to. foreſee 
— er Leng in Iniqu — 5 thoſe. Paſſions 
wall ry — foe iven a Looſe to, and in- 
Imility for Inſtance;'i is the Baſis 

GY - of 
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in Men do to 0 e, 
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ineffable \Comforts * * 
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=] i And again, K 


| nately and perverſely Tenounce | the Gol 
after we Ba s embraced , "there rembineth n 
En ie 75 "Ser, Ve chen diſclaim the 


* 


3 2 td. Fe * 


| Y | 7 Ther * g here d loun d, 
- our Lord will deny 72 Abver ries be- 
Aris » Father which is in Heaven 
In Which Words he deems to u 0 uy ag 
; great Day of ' Retribution ;- when, accor 
to the 1 he himſelf has been pl 
; 6. give us of it, all thoſe whom he 
judge, both quick and dead, ſhall be * 
crowned with A ow 4nd or 


* 1 appear — 
A wi T 
tend with the Hoſt 5 Wee Tm Jeſus 
* once profeſ ed! — 10ly. 
pear: Abel vith Omni 


8 abide the Day of bs, coming > 7? Who ſhall land 
when he-appeareth ? (Mal. ili. 2:)/ Fur behold, 
all the. Proud, and all that do:wickedly, - ſhall 

be at Stubble 3 and the Day that Len all 

burn tbem up, ſaith the. 3 of Hoſts: (iv. 1.) 

This contemned and abandoned Saviour will 
then appear in the Clouds of Heaven, and 
Ct the Whole Earth in Judgment be- 

fore him; and he will then, before: bus hea- 

venlſy Father, before the Angels, and be- 
4 Men, declare to thaſe ho ar" 

im bere, -: Depart from me, ye. I icted, I 

 KNoW.nYouU vor: «Depart ye Curſed inen 

an ever lan = 


* 


Coup —— —32— — — 


ing 
Men; — n — | 
the - Danger, and moſt terrible Con- 


be Writers fore 
Luft, and pe) 


ain when do's alt e ckung, aud. lift 7 
2 their Forte on by © Even againſt that Je- 
uo is txakted to the right: Hand of God, 
| els, \Principakties, and Powers _ made 

| bs . Agail ſt 1 * do i 3 


vain Words, -who died to ſave them 
Deſtructioo and who will be the ö 
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5 N but impeach not either the Truth or 
the Power of God; Chriſtianity is not at al 
che leſß true, becauſe they forſal 
it; neither is the Veng ance or Faithfulneſo 
of God the leſs certain, becauſe he bears bug 
with, them. On the contrary, / we 
St. Peter directs, o account” that tbr 
Suffering of wer Lord a #5 Salvation, (2 Pet. ili. 
15 3 It is deſigned for the Edification of his 


Church, and it ſhould ſtrengthen our Faith; 


and confirm our Confidence in him, left wwe 
$ of Providence are atiforcrad 


alſo fall from our own Stedfaſtneſs. © 


mere oy 
5 by it; 


vhich is, that they which are 


it is, 
= adiy and laſtly, To be led thereby to be 
de more open, reſolute, and conſtant, in 
the Defence and Profeſſion of the Goſpel 
We have now an Opportunity of approving 
our * Sincerity 1 in our Yor Religion, by ſhew- 
, that we are not athamed of a reviled 


at crucified Saviour. The Time is a Time 


4e and revile 


a 


= 
= / 


<tr: be made manifeſs among u, 
WED om ves be made of 


_ of Reproach, Rebuke, and Blaſphemy ; and it 


is — the indiſpenſable Duty of every 
faithful Chriſtian, to ſhew himſelf ſuch, 
with Conſtancy and Courage. It is his Duty 
to be more than ordinarily diligent, in fre- 
quenting the publick Offices of the Church; 
and to ſhew his Zeal and Lore for his Re- 
5 ee deemer 


| | 4 Stop W liey'of 29 9p ind 
| to free himſelf from any Share in the Guilt, 
donable Guilt of i it, 
and Diſcountenance. 
5 | th fervent — 3 "when that Je- 
= - ont is now the Object of B 


proach and Blaſphemy, 17 —— 
do his Enemies; and ſhall crown every fait 

tian with Honour, Glory, 
1 mortality. That as we have embraced, 
muy ever bold fat, that bleſſed Hope of. 
deim Life, which is given us, . 
"Atonement, and powerful 


2 


4 


— —— —— — . ——  — _— — — — 


n : p 1 : "8-5 8 7 , We OS © 55 
3 . od : 7 
g 5 ; = 
„„ „„ : 
Mis 14 LS "42 its * 
* 5 1 
A *% 4 4 12 5 a Y £: 
4 f fo 4 + : by Wi 18 . . F 4 3 


K 
"> F. 


p - 


* 5 [ 0 — 
YERS Th 15 „ 
7% 1g [4 - 5 


7 


THE N the Gul of Aris * 
and Jacob began that wonderful 
VV  Chainof- Deliverances, which he 
wrought out for the Jewiſb Church and Na- 
tion, it pleaſed him to make uſe of Moſes, as 
his Repreſentative and Miniſter in the Per- 
formance of them. A Man, kurned indeed 
in all the Wiſdom of the Nepean .and edu- 
cated in as perfect a Manner as the Court of 
Pbaraob would permit. A Man guarded 
from the very Womb, by „„ Ads of 
an indulgent Providence, and by. that Means 
«hor inſtructed in the Art of governing, by 
ee Knowledge both of Men- and 
A Man in whoſe Writings we 

3 8 Capa- 
. and the Accuracy of Judgment, if we 
conſider him only as a human Writer; as well 
as the Majeſty, Simplicity, and Dignity of 
the Prophet, if we conſider him as a divine 
one: A Man, in a Word, as fully qualified 
ber the | important Office of conduging God's 
| People, 
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Ported by that of Omni 
to enquire into the Name and Nature of this 
Divine Being, ( from whom he was not only 
to receive his Orders, but likewiſe the Power 


ade or 8 | q, 


15 1 — but a Man till, and 5 


bout a Divine Au- 


"Office or ( 


thority to-do ſo. And thetefore when God 


1 him erding his Father's Sheep, and diſeloſes 
ſecret. s of bis Will, he im- 


— enquires w o it is that thus mani- 


Elis himblf to him, in Order thi 
cover both che Power and Authority 


y to dil. 


by whoſe Commiſſion he was to act. _ 


e Angel of the Lord tells him, in the 


foregoing Part of the Chapter, that is was 
the am — Fathers; that be knew the Sor- 


| 2 them, Aud * fend Zim to Pharaoh, 


f he might _—_ forth his People, the Chil. 
en of Tra 


er having firſt pleaded 


| 55 Weaknek, Altroſting his own Abilities 
for ſo difficult a Work, and been anſwered, 
that God would ſurely be with him, that 


is, that his Weakneſs ſhould be Arength- 
ened with Power, and the Arm of Fleſh ſup- 
3 comes next 


of putting them in Execution too) and de- 


fires to know what Account” was to be given 


of him to that to whom he was ſent; 


Unable of himſelf © ke bim à Divine 
5 FT upon 


Aickions of bis Peo⸗ 


Egypt, (ver. 2, 7, . 


And Moſes ſaid unto” God, as is 


12 


DS ern. een 


come. wits the Children of fuel; an ſhall ſuy 


une them, The God of your Fathers hath ſent 


nie unto you, and they ſhall fay unto me, What 
4 Þzs Name ? What hall I je I ſay unto thif? Fo 
whom God replies; in this majeſtick and aw- 
ful Matmct; TAM ths 7 IAM; and 
farther, in che Words of the Text; Thus /half 
thou ſay unto the Children of ae} 1 AM 
bath ſent me unto you. 
_  $ that theſe Words are chat Deſcription 
of the Supreme Author of all Things, which 
be was pleaſed himſelf to give his Prophet. 
They contain the Name, and deſeribe the 
Nature, of the Almighty; as far as he then 
| thought fit to communicate it to his Crea- 
tures, and perhaps as far as either Words can 
convey, or the Mind of Man conceive, any 
poſitive Ideas of it. They declare his Exiſt- 
ence in the moſt ſublime and expreſſive Man- 
ner; and by declaring no more, do plainly 
imply, that the Manner of that Exiſtente is 
neither to be expreſſed nor underſtood by us. 
IAM, fays he, THAT I AM. My Exe 
iſtence is Wande in, and derived Roch, my 
ſelf, who am the Source, from whence all 
other Beings derive theirs; but what I am, of. 
bow J exiſt, I neither declare, nor haſt thou 
Capacity to conceive; and go therefore, and 
ive, my People this ſhort Account of ime, 
and 1 unto | Eager 1 5 Me hath e 1 5 
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| 1. That the Divine Nature and Attributes 


n r 9 * * * a 

> Gat x y N R * R * nnn n 

7 4 * 5 A n ae F * r 
at * 9 — * N —＋ 9 * > 


Wat he is, we know, Ao. what he 18, 
we know not. And 
m. That we ought ede to Wale our 
8 Faith in him, as well as regulate our 
8 . Obedience to him, by the Revelations 
which he has given iS of himſelf, by 
huis Prophets 40 Apoſtles; and that for 
this evident Reaſon, RO A nd 
5 arb. ſent them unto us. 


Þ * 1 5 1 The firſt Obfervation is, That God a- 


lone can properly be faid To BE; 1 AM is 
bis peculiar Character. His Exiſtence alone 
is i and of himſelf, and neceſſarily ſo too ; 
whilſt that of. every Creature. was in its be- 
ginning precarious, and is in its Duration de- 
_ pendent upon bim. And this, I conceive, 


don this Attribute of ke Ih Self-Exitence, 
in his Deſcription of - himſelf. .. For this im- 


Cauſe only can have been * exiſtent) 
; this! is what moſt OS ft n a him 


+ , * A 1 * 
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three aeg bela as. contained * : 
1 That God alone can property be id 10 


exceed our Capacity, we cannot attain 
to any. comprehenſive Ideas of them. 


may be one Reaſon why he altoge ther ipfiſts 


plics his Creation of all Things, (for the ff 


Gods, A 


| 
3 
1 
4 
4 
t 
2 
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1 
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Gods, kalely 5 called, 8 Exilichcs is 
imaginaty only. And by inſiſting on this 
Alon, he pr kis People ſuch an Account 
of. Pimſelf, as, if attended to, muſt lead 
them to himſelf, ptevent their Adorations of - 
any. other Being; and direct their Worſhip t6 
thb one ſupreme Author of all Things. For, 
if they learned from hence, as moſt natural- 
M, they ſhould, to direct their Prayers and 
1 rings tö 1 AM only, that is to 
him who alone tan properly be faid To BE, 
or whoſe Exiſtence 18 neceſtry and indepen- 
dent; they could not have miſtaken the Ob- 
7 of thelt Worſhip, but muſt have had 
ecourſe to that Dibine Being only, by whom 
and through whom art all Ti Bag For there 
neither are nor can be two neceſſary- exiſtent 
Beings; to ſuppoſe there are, is to ſuppoſe that 
they are not neceſſary, for there is no Necei- 
ty for any morè than one; and whoever 
therefore is thus neceſarily exiſtent, mult be 
that f/ Cauſe, to whoni we owe ourſelves, 
and all we en Joys and who inuiſt therefore be 
entitled to all the Homage and Duty we can 
pay him, as his Creatures. Moſt of his other 
5 Attributes are in ſonie Senſe communicable, 
and he has made ſome of his Creatures to 
3 mos them, but this neither i is, nor can 
be, in any Senſe commuiicated.; it is what 
eſſentially daiftinguilhes him from all vthers . 
and enz addreſſes himſelf to him, td 
9 * Attribute belongs, muſt. conſe= 
"M8 "_—@ 


= —————— — — WR —— 
— cmcay, — ap; 
ge ho = > <-> - \ 88 a a> = 


ever changing, and ever ſucceeding f u 18 


Him "the God ho nd bis Pe oe " 
| CHILE 21 Vrael out of. Eg at the 
Hebrews 


.and a folid F oundation, for the moſt abſolute 
and: implicite Obedience, e could. PO ably 
Pay to'their Deliverer, 
Not that Neceſſary-Exiftence | is dhe i At- 
kde of God implied in this glorious Name, 
what it farther ſuggeſts to us is, that He rs 
4o;thout Neeb of Life. or End of Days. 
He does not fay, I was hath ſent me, for 
that would have implied a Change from What 
God had been; nor I WIL BE, for that 


Would have ſignified his not having yet at- 


tained to ſome Sfiture Perfection ; 43 T AM. 
T AM, the One Eternal and I mmutable God, 
in whom is no Variableneſs, „ or Shadow... * 


. with whom the Diſtinctions of 


r ſent, Rik 1 op 1 5 no Place; 2 
e ame Yeſterda , to De and 
And fe this Re: fn "Eg 1 ee, 
our likewiſe Who i is God of 
Jod, and Lord of Lord, makes uſe of the 
fame Terms to expreſs. the, fame Thing and 
-fays not to the Fews, 1 | WAS: before. Abra- 


| 3 ; but before Abrabam was, I AM. 
Time is indeed with us the Meaſure of. the 


Duration of Things, and the Continuance of 


* 


who 


** by 1 it; but with F " egard to 


: 520 he ; 4 H 
1 „ 
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5 ad, in this Appellation, an infallible 
Guide. to the true Object of their Worſhip, 
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ever was, and ever will be, the ſame unchange- | 

able Being, it is an empty Name, without any 

Signification; we have here neither Beginning, 
nor End, nor Succeſſions, to take our Meaſures 


by; and without them the Words was or will 


| be are idle Sounds without a Meaning, and the 


very Idea of Time is loft and ſwallowed up in 


that of Eternity. For Eternity, as applied to 


him, and to him only, is the Duration of a 


| Being without Beginning or End; whereas 
Time is the Duration of ſuch Things as 


have one or both; and therefore the one is as 


nothing, with Relpect to the other, it vaniſhes 


away and diſappears upon the wa ann | 


and when we raiſe our Reflections from thi 


one to the other, the ve Notions we have 
of it are ſwallowed up in the vaſt Abyſs, 


which opens itſelf to us, as that of Place is 
in the Infinitude of Space, or that of Power: 


in Omnipotence. 1 Contemplations of this 
Kind, the Mind of Man is bewildered and 


corfcuiided 5 it ſtretches itſelf as far as it can, 
and ſwells hd” labours with the mighty 
Thought, but is utterly unable to compte- 
hend it; and ever will be, even when. our 


Faculties ſhall be enlarged beyond their pre- 


ſent Limits, and our better Com 7 1 15 ions 
of the Divine Perſections ſhall probabl 
come the Happineſs of our own 5 Fan 


- nity, and the Reward of our preſent Humi- 
lity and Obedience. And this may ſhew us, 


dog ! how - „ and how exprefivs. this Ts 


ö „ Divine 
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Months, and Years, and then diſapp 
Place knows him no moge. A 


ne 


ine Character is; and may 1 lead us to c 


pt Rt with the Zeal. = Devotion of 

] - Pfalmiſt, O Lord, our Governor, . bow e. 

E eellent i is thy Name in 'all the Werld! : 

To which I ſhall only add, with Bepee 
to the extenſive Meaning of this Name, that 

| 5 not on thus proper rly declares what God 


but likewiſe in ſome Meaſure ſignifies 


7 5 every Thing elſe is too; for it implies, 


all other Beings are derived from, and 
er . If be only 


Life, than of that fleeting Shadow, 


| 2 aſpirin * x Man, He = ag 


eats, drinks, and toils, for a few Days, 


and 
yet is all 
his Care and Concern employ ed about pro- 


_ viding for this little Taſte, this Span of Life; 
aud © intent is he upon this, =. fo - 4 
; gent of every Thing elſe, that if one were 

To judge of him by his own Behaviour, one 
ſhould imagine it to be the ous End of his 

_ Creation, either to hea oh. uſeleſs and ima: 


A : "It Over. his 
— Foo 


2 ? ; PAST, or * 


endent upon, his. If he alone , then 
1 all 1 


. po Dry uh more, — eee 


pl Y of 5 / 1 4 V ; 72 4 
1 D e E ng” 
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F 


5 fellow ne Wies wry it wo 0 
| pens in the Midſt of the Purſuit, and always 
5 100 after he is got to the End of it, that the 
Bubble becomes ſwelled to its utmoſt Extent, 
and burſts; and then, Whoſe is that uſeleſs 
Power he has ſo much ' aboured to obtain? 
| Then whoſe are 2 Things which be bas pro- 
vided? And how much more therefore does it 
become kim, as a rational Creature, to em 
_ ploy bis Time and Application, in grateful 
' Praiſes and © Obedience to him that made him? 
How much more is it his Intereſt to provide 
well for that future and laſting State, v — 
in, even with Reſpect to ourſelves, one 
= ſhall be as a thouſand Nears, and a thouſand 
Nears as but one Day? And how much more 
is it his Wiſdom and trueſt Glory, to copy 
after the Divine Perfections, and to labour to 


form ſome Reſemblance in himſelf of thoſe 15 


glorious Attributes, which it is our Duty to 

contemplate here, and which it will be our 2 

endleſs Bliſs to admire hereafter, though we 

| (hall then be never able fully to e 
5 5 Which leads me 2 e EP 


; . Second C Obſervation! PRs gag Ss 
: Words of the Text; namely, that the Di- 
vine Nature and Attributes exceed our Ts 5 
_ city, and are not to be comprehended * 
What has been already obſerved of Gods 
brown may with equal Juſtice be applied 
to every other eſſential Attribute of the Di- 
ff 


Up —— I-46 -: NO, "ou I pets to Han 
any ade vate Neon of them, and is there- 
- fare loſt in the fruitleſs Search, as often as ſhe 

labours to do ſo. That God zs, we know 
and are ſure, becauſe we know. and are ſure 


____ that ſome other Things are; for t. their Exift- 


ence does > plainly. imply the Exiſtence of ſome 
; Clause, from whence they were derived 4 


ba. iy ica hr becapſe we find d ſome Traces of 
Waſdom, Power, - Juſtice, _ Goodneſs in 
ſe Creatures which he has made; and it is 
molt certain, that nothing can give what it 


has got, and conſequently he, who gave Gee | 


PerfgQions to others, muſt have them i 


ger does our Reaſon lead us, in all other 

Caſes, from the Creature to the Creator; and 
teach us, how to find out all the other Attri- 
- bytes of God, of which we can diſcover any 
Footſteps in thoſe Parts of his Creation, 


to conſider, what theſe Perfections are as they 
agr in him, and adds that af Immenſity 


anner " Sonphive any Ang at l. 


— 2 it thar 


: : : &þ 


ut "ft Coy 418 OW And that he s 
| it, and good, is 


ter Degree in bimſelf. And i in this Man- 


Which tr we converſe with. But when it comes 


I ork hn the Reſt, it muſt then 


4 For, what other Nation. does the Word Im- 
itſelf that of fone» 


= 8 


SERMON A 
which either is nor can be limit 
| What does any Man mean Wears ſpeaks | 

ob Ommipotence, but a Power for which no- 

_ thing is or can be ro hard? And what is it 
we Dnderſtabd by Ommiſcience, but a Kno-- 
ledge from which natbhing can be doncealed? By 

” Eternity, but a Duration which has 0 Bounds? = 

By a Spirit, but ſomething which is not Bo- 
5 oy? And by Omnipreſence, but the Poſſeſſion 
of a Space which has 10 Limits? 80 that all 


theſe Terms are rather negative than poſitive 


Deſcriptions of the Almighty, and muſt be 
found, upon an Enquiry into their true 


1 Meaning, rather to ſignify what God ig not, 
than to ſhew us what he 26. "They imply in- 


deed, that the Supreme Being is not confined | 


3 to Space and Time as we are, nor reſtrained 


in his Operations to any certain Number 
Objects; but then whaz it is to be thus im- 
menſe, and hon he is thus infinitely wiſe and 
perfect, neither theſe, nor any ad Words, 
can ſufficiently inform us. For Words, being 
only the Marks and Signs of our Thoughts, 
can never convey more to others than we our- 
ſelves think; or raiſe thoſe Ideas in the Mind 
of which the Mind of Man is not capable. 
And here therefore the Pride and vain Curio- 
ſity of Man muſt ſtoop and humble itſelf in 
the Preſence of its great Creator. After we 
are got thus far, and are come to a Know- 
ledge that be is, and it infinitely perfect, we 
"—_ rr 
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 Counſels; nor are we able to compr 


Fos or 


find thee out; thy Way 


Ri the walk Sos of Infinitude, and thy Paths 
inthe | 
| Footſteps are not known. _ Thou ure in the 
Lig which: na Man can 


great Waters of Immenſity, and rb 


approach. 
— not thy Thoughts, neither . thy 
ebend the 


Height and Length and 
of moſc Attributes «obich paſs all Knowledee. 


And pardon therefore, G thou Fountain of 
 WBo 

and ſubdue the Pride, 
mility, of -our Hearts; teach us to know 
thee as thou wouldſt be known, by practical 


and God of all Mercy, pardon 


Reflectior 35 ON thoſe Attributes, which if 
rightly conſidered, are as well fruitful in good 


Works, as incomprehenſible in themſelves ; 
andm — to labour to r as thou | 


art _— 5 TY 


rning che L Divine 


— 4 1 rather to nurture Pride, and 
ſwell Wan Vanity, 


than to work out Righ- 
teouineſs. And theſe ſeem therefore to be 
the Reaſons 3 is e :ONCI 


Thou, O' God, art 5 


Depth: and Brradib, 


and increaſe the Hu- 


iſe in his 


| s comprehend | 


 compret 5 my more ef * it were reveal 5 
vor would it be 1 Advantage to us, if 
we could. But nevertheleſs we know as 
much of God, without comprehending him, 

zs is any Way uſeful or convenient for us z 

and can trace out in him many Virtues, and 

1 Graces, which will either make us more ac- 
geptable to him, or better in ourſelves. We 
enn lay the F oundation of ever Large Ward 

and Work in his Attributes, ugh we do 
not know him as we are knowh by hi ; and 
are -nevertheleſs ſufficiently acquainted: with 

his Power, Knowledge, and Goodneſs to 
learn from thence, that we owe to him Obe- 
dience and Adoration, to ourſelves Tempe- 

' rance and Humility, and univerſal Benefi- 

cence to one another. If it is be that bath 
made us, and not we ourſelves, we are then 

his Creatures, and bound to praiſe and to a- 
dore him, If it is his Arm that protects, 

and his Providence that feeds us, we are 

lbe a; wo bis Paſture, and ſhould be led by 
alk in the Paths that he points 
| aut =-acM us. If in bim alone we live and move, 
then to him muſt be our Recourſe for Pro- 
tection againſt future Danger, and for Deli- 
verance from preſent Diſtreſs. And if from 
him we derive both what we are and what 
we enjoy, this plainly teaches us Temperance 
in the Uſe of thoſe Enjoyments, and Humi- 
lity in ourſelves ; ; this ſhews the Folly of 
ou 7 * with * Poſſeſſion of any 


borrowed 


? 
Fl . ; 
© : . 
4 
* 8 " 
—— 2 : 
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Mann And if we can obſerve 


wear eee ſelf to all his . 


mes, and ſee his Sun ſhining on the Good and 
en the Bad, and bis Rain falling e 


erf ct what. can  we- infer 


| dere the litle Offices we can do one another, 
our Inſtructior to the 1g , our Comfort 
to che afflicted, our Bread to the Hungry, 
| „ the Naked, to all whom 
the ame Goodneſs enables us to "ar rs even 
1⁰ the Unthankful, and fo the Evil. 

Not that we only learn from h 


to govern our outward Actions, the — 


Man likewiſe is taught his Improvements 
bere; and every Faculty and Power in the 
Soul muſt find its proper Object, its Duty, 
and its Happineſs, in the glorious Attributes 


of an incomprehendbl God. For his Pow- 


er, Wiſdom, and Knowledge, demand 'our 
Admiration, his Ju tice our Fear, his Faith- 
fulveks our our — and his Mercy our Love. 
80 ey 3 of the Divine Na- 
how 1 werle& & ſoever, is yet ſufficient 


N ry rms A which aff 


our! en, Was 9 2 
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Javidh: kth: ike is — 


but that we alſo ſhould be as diffulive 7 
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| ſos to which it ſhould be Wie God's 
' Deſign, in the Revelations he Won 5 © ay 
of himſelf in the Text and of a 
Was not to make them curious but 5 and 
the farther Revelations, that Celan has 
added to theſe, are plainly. calculated 7 the 
Lame Fu ſes, ſince they tend not ſo.much 
to p caſe the Bes dg and indulge our 
peculations, as to captivate | 


Sx Affections, 
and charm us. into Love. The Doctrines of 
the Trinity an Incarnation, as they open to 
us the ſtupendoas Effects of an infinite Love, 
fo do they likewiſe yet, farther diſplay, the In- 
y of that God Who w. 
: them; and ſhould therefore as well prevent 
any preſumptuous Enquiries into the One, 
as raiſe our Devotion for. the other, and 
as well teach us to believe him in what 
he fays. of himſelf, as to thank him for 
what be Tas” done for us. And this leads 
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ut. Third Obſervation. from : the Text, 
1 that ſince we cannot . comprehend 
the Divine Nature, we ought — to 
model our Faith in him, as well as regulate 
our Obedience to him, by the Revelations 
Which he has given us of himſelf, by 
2 and Apoſtles, and that for this evi- 
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Kan Faith built on any wg Fung rn 


than that of the Prophets and Apoſtles, of 
even on them any otherwiſe than as Apoftles 
and Prophets; every Man would doubtleſs 


making his own Mind the Rule whereby 


Judge of them, and of eithet teceiving or 
rejcEing them, according as he found them 


to agree ot difagree with his own Under- 
fanding and Judgment. But when tlie Au- 


thority upon which they 


divine, and theſe Men give us ſenſible and 
irrefiſtible Proofs, th: 
1 


„ but the Spirit of God which ſpeaks in 
: ; it then {ſurely myſt well become his 
: Veracity and our Weakneſs, his Authority 
and our Dependance, to receive theſe Decla- 
ratiohs'with Readinels, and adhere to them 
| without Waverimg. 
When God here Ends his Prophet to his 

| 5 55 People the Children of Ii ael, the In- 
tent of his Meſlage is no leſs than th 
commanding them to leave the Country 
where they dwelt, and go t 
whither, to run the Hazard of 


ubling the 


Government, under Which they lived, with 
their Complaints, and of p in the At- 
tempt of eſcaping from it, if that Attempt 
ſhould not ſucceed. And yet we here find 

Wiſdom itſelf implying, that the Divine Au- 


% 


Have a natural Right of cxaminitg them, of 
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"ſtand appears to be 
that it is not they who 


"knew not 
Miſeries- of their Slavery, by offending the 


3 was ſufficient to command all this 
and therefore he ſays, go and fay unto them, 


IAM hath ſent me 5 you. And accord- 


ingly, this ſtubborn and ſtiff-necked People 
; on tm and went. And if then the Word of 
| God was ſufficient to command Obedience, 
in a Caſe fo. full of Difficulty age Danger, 
how much more ſhould - the ; 
demand our Aﬀent to the Divine Truths 
contained in it, wherein we can ' incur no 
Danger, but an . imaginary one, of caſting a 
Stain on our own beloved Underſtandings by 
too ready a Credulity? How much more 
ſhould the Sacred Writings demand our Re- 
yerence and Eſteem, as the Oracles of God; 
and our Reception of every Doctrine con- 
tained in them, as flowing from the unerring 
Fountains, 1 inexhauſtible Treaſures of 
Divine Wiſdom and Knowledge ? And indeed 
what do'we in ſo receiving them more than 
this, that we believe him who muſt know all 
Things, in Relation to Things of which our- 
ſelves. cannot, in à natural Way, a any 
Thing at all; 2 Our Ignorance and his Know- 
ledge make this a reaſonable Duty and the 
Authority of -an expreſs: Chin makes it 
a pgſtive one: And both together ſhew the 
Neceſſity of our acquieſcing in what the 
Scripture teaches, becauſe of Divine Revela- 
tion, and becauſe profitable for Doctrine as 
well as Infirudion, that fo the Man of G 
may be thoroughly . in every good Word 
as well a Work, And 
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I Name is, in —_— 
Nature of Man is weak and 
the Nature of | 


the Powers a” our. Mind are nartow and 
and the Attributes of his 


ing out; and that therefore the att 
e ties of t e other, "were like. our 
> fake up the. Sea: in the Hollow 
| or 10 . aut the Mountains 


What he is, bot what he requires of 

if ye muſt be farther inquiſiti int | 
vine Nature, it is he alone that « tell us 
he is, and we muſt eee 
of him from -himſelf ;, and that the Word of 
Promiſe which/ he has g given us muſt: there- 


Opinions of ourſe 
i it would teach us that t 


| Way of knowing God, 28 obey him. tt 

would prevent our. wandering in the inex= 
ntiicable Mazes of Error and Hereſy; 4 

ow 
) which his Apoſtles have 
delivered to us concerning him; and that be- 


would keep us ſtedfaſt to the 
myſterious ſo 


dauſe I AM bath. 
that we may therefo 
of our Lives; 


ft them. 


8 AM; ; it would give us humble and 
Ives and our enn 3 


moſt aceepta 


unto Us: 
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5 "God, + who quicknet! N aire Thengs, 


f our Lord J. 
| Tpportance 9 of this Doctrine, and the 
ty of adbering to it, can admit of no 

Diſpute, and the Nature of it is in ſome 
MVNMleaſure explained by the feveral- „ 


| - _ the Apoſtle gives it. He calls it in one 
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Defect in the Object of our Bliſs, but our- 


ſelves. It is thoſe Vices and Tranſgreflions, * 
which we know are offenſive to our Maker, 
and will rob us of our Title to this Inheri- 15 


tance. And therefore. there is yet another 
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wilt furniſh. us with an Equanimity and Con- 
Rancy, equal to any Afflictions or Difficulties 
we may meet with. And this indeed is the 
1 peculiar Advantage of the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
ation ;. which alone can furniſh, Men with a 
jut and reaſonable Support, -under all poflible 
Calamities and Sufferings. The Heathen's 
 Knowledse e of another Life is but darł and 
tare. and his Hopes in it weak. and 
wavering, and con ſequently, his Reſolutions,” 
when Afflictions come, muſt be equally fant 
and unſteady. The Infidel has nothing to 
do, when [Dangers and Calamities ſurround 
- him, but de ergtely and wretchedly. to give 
himſelf up for loſt, and either meanly to 

ink under them, or -madly to. endeavour to 
end them: bz deſtroying himſelf. But the 
00d Chriſtian, boſe: Converſation is in Hea- 
Den, Who has a well grounded Hope of be- 
* n happy, * conſiders what it is 
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fore he can do all theſe Things through Chriſt 
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this Hope. He is alſo encouraged to this by 
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they a rejoicing in this Hope. They 
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= Glory r. And as it was this Ef 
that /aved them in all this, I doubt not, $54 8 
the ſame Cauſe would have the fame Effect 
on all other Chriſtians, if they were equally | 
affected with it. If we were as ſtrongly per- 
faaded- as they, of the Glories of another 
Life, and were a "earneſtly deſirous of it, T 
doubt not, but that, through the Divine Af. 
fiſtance, we ſhould, like them, find neither 
any Difficulties in Life too great to be over- 1 
come, nor r any e "o oy hard to be en- . 
at fred. „ 
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bis Cre en in Heaven, does thus amply 
provide againſt all Misfortunes ; fo will he 
find the Joy and Delight ariling from it to 
be ſuperior to any Satisfactions the World can 
give him. All earthly Enjoyments whatſo- 
ever are imperfect and mixed; and either by 
being too low for our reaſonable Nature, or 
_ elſe, by being wanting in Weight and Mea- 
Y ſure, are generally attended with Anxiety, or 
.at* leaſt Diſſatisfaction. But the Pleaſures 
of the Mind are more rational and more 
pure; and when they ariſe from the i 
our Religion gives us, are ever entertaining 
and reviving.” They grow in Strength as we 
gro in Age; *and" are never unſeaſonable or 
Aittaſteful. For they fill the Mind with a 
Chearfulneſs and Serenity, which attends it 
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fleQing on your Redemption in. Chriſt, and 
_ the Inheritance which be has purchaſed for 
Fou, and you will find ſuch a Fund of Joy 
and Com ort as can never be erhauſbed. Re- 
= 2 in the Lord always ; and again I [ay re- 
And indeed, what Wards can expreſs 
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. earthly Enjoy ments appear to him who is 
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Comfort of ex ecting from thence the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who, /ball change big vile Bach, 
that it may be faſhioned like unto. 25 glorious 
Body ; according to the mi ighty working, wbere- 
by he is able to ſubdue all, Things to himſelf? 
And in congluding then, give me Leave to 
exhort, to intreat, and to Beſeech you, to 
contemplate frequently on your future State, 
to raiſe your Meditations: from Things tem- 
poral to Things. eternal, and to have your 
- lh Con verſation 1 in Heaven, that you may 
3 BG enjoy it. Inſtead of amuſing our- 
fſelyes with vain and airy Schemes of our fu- 


pen; why 4 ſhould. we not more ſolidly enter- 
tain, and more effectually i improve, ourſelves, 
by fi ing our Thoughts on thoſe Succeſſes 
a * char i e which, ee 

a * 


x ONE Ro ISA 
* WT An © is py 
x % # 


R MON X. 

but | >rſeverance in Sin can depri 

us 447 y "Why Would we nat retire within our 
own; Hearts, and comfort ourſelves with con- 

cddering, how great, how gloricus, and how) 

| unalterably happy we wn one 9 be * oo 


= pov bleſſed . who. yr to Secure »Z 
theſe. "Thang ms wy Te: Such Cant f Dlat Dn, 


r mean ion 
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that i = needfal 

It is Matter of daily and, 3 juſt 5 
Complaint with us, that our Afflictions e 
are great, our Comforts /al/, and our 
| Temptations ftrong. And if then, we would 
either make our Uneaſineſs leſs, our Enjoy- 

- ments greater, or our Temptations weaker z 
the moſt effectual Means to do fo, is to throw 
the Certainty and Happineſs. of our future 
Sate into the Balance againſt them. And. 
then, we ſhould with great Vigour reſiſſ 4 k 
* Tenn ptations, if our Eyes were ſteadily fixed 
5 T2 Recompence of Reward; we ſhould 
im ble Comforts flowing into. the 
4 Mind,” from conſidering the great Goodneſs 
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"themſelves and Wos about them; 
Difference lyes in the different Degrees 0 
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” N and diſſatisfied, and 
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over-ruling and indulgent ENS, and i is 
therefore quiet and reſigned.—— The or 
purſues his gain by any Methods whatſoever, | 
which offer themſelves to him; the other 
will promote his Intereſt, by ſuch Means 
- ly as are conſiſtent with his Religion, and bis 
Duty. And on theſe Accounts! therefore, 
3 are e oppoſite . they purſue 
different. Reds, and tend giferent + My 
God, the other bis 
5] Marneon 3 ; which | the bleſſed Jeſus tells us in 
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bleneſß of ſo loving the one as not to forſake 
ot diſobey the other; and we may convince 
ourſelves of the Folly of à contrary Practice, 
j by applying to. ourſelves the 3 5 Advice 
aof the Text, Take therefore no Thought for 
the Morrow: for the Morrow ſhall take Tang 
for the Things of itſelf :- 5 har woes unto the 
Day is the Evil thereof. 
In which Words it is obvious. to obſerve 
| theſe three diſtin | Particulars : 


1 A 8 giren, or Duty W 
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are to > ſubmit all e his Directions, 
to be fatisfied and contented with the Por. 
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devouring we may coy 5 this C 82 Jager 9 


cf our Lord, if we apply it to ourſelves, * 
this, that we ſhould not fix our Aſſec ö 


55 we ſhould not meaſure our Wants by our un- 


reaſonable Deſires, but reduce our Delittetp the 


Standard of our real Wants; and that we ſhould. 
be ever mindful of God's over-ruling Care, ad 
ever dependent upon, and ſubmiſſive to it. 12010 


That we ſhould not fix our Aſfections 


wholly. on the Things of this World, - we” 
may conclude to be one Part of our Lord's 
Precept. Becauſe they who. do ſo are fo Ge 
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they think of noting — — 
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g Men ſo much 5 50 Bukneſs of to Day, that 


fo Day is loſt in the Purſuit; and though: 
their Views, like enchanted Caſtles, till fly 
from them, and as one Day approaches; ſtill 


co to another, Vet the Charm __ ee | 
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ceſſar His Station are © 
and ki God is $ forſaken, — Grati- 
tude and Thank falneſs't to him is little thought 


to himſelf, and contends, that it is his © 
which has gotten him this Welth; = 
nd when -the Poor a d the Afflicted ſeek for - 
keller Röm Him n, he either knows not but 
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: To Ute not Rpt themſelves in the H 
 _ God? — How can they be judged to have 
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5 ontteffocd to be fig nified by taking no T hought 
or the Morrow, is, that we ſhould not mea- 
2 fore: our Wants' by « our infatiable Deſires, but 


| Whoever looks impartially into the real. Uſe- 
_ fulneſs of Things, and the rea] Neceflities of 
Mankind, will foon find, that neither is the 
Proviſion which our gracious God has made 
for us ſo ſcanty, nor Ken Wants fo numerous 
and great, as we are often apt to imagine. 
Our poop Wants and Neelie are very 
few, and ſoon ſatisſied; our bleſſed Saviour 
cConfines them in this Chapter, to what we 
eat, and what. we drink, and what. we put on; 
_ the plain Conſequence. of which is, that Bab. 
ing Food and Raiment we we. ſhould be therewith 
content; — That we ſhould judge of our 
Wants by our Nature, and.not by the Super- 
flulties of other Men; ſhould proportion ur 
Eſteem of Things, not to their outward Ap- 
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earance but to their real Uſe; and ſhould 
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” of what we have, and not torment / ourſelves - 
about what we have not. — , Whereas, I fear, 
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Pang the Bw. 55 God: has-x 
on Power; and whether he ſhall eue or 
not; in the Superfluities of this Life, he Bas 
great Reaſon to ſubmit with': Readineſs to 
dhe Will of his Heavenly Father, who beſt 
| knows/what: will, on the whole Account, be 
moſt uſeful and conveiient; for him. — Even 
the brutal and inenimate Parts of the Crea- 
. tion may fatisfy h 1 & ſhall- not want?; 
the Fowls of the Au, and the Lilies of the 
Field; if he cohfiders the beautiful 'clo 
of the one, and the plentiful Proviſion made 
the other, will. demonſtrate: the Care of | 


| Mercy is er h 4 arch Acc l N 
him to conclude, that much more, : therefore, 
ſhall he be clothed and fed; and all his Ne. 

ceſſities be ſopplied. — Aud if 90 or 
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ene unte the They it the Evil 1 
20 — 7 Plainly -fignifying, * that all this 
Trouble and EY is but adding to the "7 
Weight, which will be found heavy enough 
of "itſelf, and is therefore not only unneceſ- 
ſary but fooliſh. — Now how far theſe over 
careful and anxious Men contribute to their 
own Difficulties, and cauſeleſſly torment  }Þ 
_ themſelves by being ſo thoughtful about the - 
Morrow,” 1 72 7 W _ the le Conlidera- | 
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ei: then of any Afflictions which they ag 
ly labour under. And, | 0 
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every Thing gooc and Wale which they 5 
5 eſteem and purſe. —. And this leads Men on 
Vlindly in the fame Track, and every one 
0 be very rich, or very n or be 
_ yay inte otherwiſe; though be nei- 
ther knows e conſiders what teal Frouble, 
or true Benefit, either Wealth or Power 
would bring with them. — And the Misfor- 
une in this _ S that though the Want 
purely yet the Effect is reab 
Trouble ve Diſk. — How many Wants 
and Diſtreſſes does the covetous Wretch feel, 
which a contented Man, who has much le 
Subſtance, knows | nothing of — T5 
wretched and tormented is he, pee even 
to Diſtraction, for che Loſs of what he never 
wanted, and never uſed d 10W fear- 
ful is be of ſhewing Hoſpitality 
or doing Good to the Poor, WY "uſeleſs 
_ Heap ſhould. be diminiſe [ei tarthoatt _ | 
he knows: not when? And with Regard 
to Ambition, how reſtleſs and diflatisfied is 
the Man whoſe Heart is ſet on Honour and 
Distinction? How angry is he with - i 
World; and how miſerable in himſelf, be- 
cauſe Fw does not — * vard 
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_ Epiſtles. —W* write none other Things 

I you, fays he to the Corinthians, (2 '+ 2,50, 7 © 
14.) than what you acknowledge, and, I 1 c 
you ſhall athniowledge, even unto the End; and 

therefore, as we- are your rejoicing, coed. 'S ye 

oo Alle are Ours, in Lhe 223 2 722 Lord Faſus. 


ct 705 only our of Emy » 
>> wal . fo my Bonds 
=, Le bet? —— What is 5 to me, whether 
they tout * tate me? 1 am little ſolicitous 
| be what affedts my ſelf only; but there is 
one very Happy Confeguerice "By Ke I be- 

. ther in 7 8 , er in Truth, Chrift is 
every Way preached. "And I therein do rejoice, 
dea, and will rejoice, 1, 15, 18, — And in- 
daeeed, the HW affectionate Concern for the 
5 Pro pagation of the Faith, the ſane "Delight 
_— and Tiabfpon at the Succeſs of it, 1 N — 

in almoſt every Period of his Writ 
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ds no Man can ferfou Y read his del B 
4 ſtles without being ſenſible 'of it; o no 
+2 can welt do him Juſtice in the Reptefer 
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ERM ON XI 470 
But nevertheleſs, we muſt ob 1 
- 43 5 wal: concerning it,” that it is from thence un- 
deniably evident, that the Principles, upon 
I” Which St. Pauls Glorying and Rejoicing were 
founded, were theſe; an ardent Zeal for the 
| Salvation of Souls, and an Affection for the 
Goſpel, as the only Means of it; together 
With a fervent Love of our Great Redeemer, 


ve. in ige- 5 


Pho purchaſed het Salvation,” and a moſt. 


and grateful Senſe of the Divine Good- 
2s: 9 diſphyed in our Re- | 


ne 8, 


| demption. . 
e en Zeal er che nen o 


"5 Souls, and an Affection for the Goſpel, as 
the only Means of it. No Breaſt ever 
— ylowed with a more generous Love to Man- 
Eid; no Man ever laboured, or ſuffered, 
£ more for the Sake of procuring them the 
moſt ineſtimable Bleſſings: — He paſſed 
through the greateſt - Part of the known 
World more than once, with almoſt the Ra- 
_ pidity of a Ceſar, or an Alexander; but up- 
| on» very different Motives, and with very 4 
ferent Deſigns.— They to gratify their am-. 
bition or Revenge; he 12 indulge hs inſatiable 
Thirſt of doing g They to maflacre or 
enflave Mankind; "Lb to teicue them from 
endleſs Miſery, and entitle them to endleſs 


e = How low and deſpicable, not 


to Ay how unjuſt and wicked, is the At- 
tempt, to bring Nation after Nation, and 
Province after Province, into Subjection to 8 
9 ü | EE | Tyrants, 
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5 1 T 6 ee "had Little, 0 or - no Right to rule 


over them; if compared with the moſt noble 
ad magnanimous Labour of enlarging the 
Boundaries of the Kingdoms of Chriſt, and 
leading thouſands and ten thouſands to eter- 


nal "Glory. ? —— The publick Spirit of thoſe, 
- who are moſt celebrated for it, was really no- 


= thing better than a.{clfiſh View of aggrandiz- 
ing themſelves ;..a. ſteady Purſuit of their own 
3 and Glory, at oo Coſt, and often to 
the Deſtruction, . of any. oth 


Paul's publick Spirit was of a very different 


| Nature. It was a Readineſs to ſuffer Wants 


of every Kind, that others might abound in 


the true Riches; a Readineſs to become the 


Contempt and Off. ſcouring of the Earth, 


that others. might. by his ig become the 
| F Favourites of Heaven; . Aa Defire 6G. to. become ; 


| .accurt or execrable, in the Sight of Men, 


and a chearful enduring all the all Effects of 


chat Curſe, that he mig b thereby bring them 
to the Adoption of 555 Sons of God. He 


- was truly ſenfible of the ineſtimable Worth 


5 of immortal Souls, and was therefore ardent- 


J deſirous of faving ſome; he knew that this 


Was only to be done by the Goſpel. of Chriſt, 
and he therefore laboured and gloried, ſuffer⸗ 
ed and rejoiced, in the Propagation of it. — 


le knew that this mighty Work had broug ht 
N bis Bleſſed FEET from Heaven; and 


"Une? his Patience 55 


r People. whom 
| they. were inclined to 8 —— But Saint 


f For i 


-the D Phils ei were not leſs re- 1 


1 than his Affection for the Souls of 
Men. — The glorious! Benefits of our Re- 
demption were ever preſent to his View; -he 
gave himſelf wholly up to th 
mulgation of them; and his whole H 
Was from th 


God's Incarnation and Sufferings; he w 


aſtoniſhed at this ſtupendous Inſtance of in 
nite Mercy ; and his moſt earneſt Deſire was 


that all the: reſt of Mankind, ſhould be as 


| ſenſible of this immenſe Goodneſs, and 4 ; | 


py in a due Senſe and Acknowledgment 


of it as himſelf, — His Soul was united to 


his God and Saviour in Gratitude and Affec- 

tion; this Union could not but diſcover itſelf 
in conſtant Endeavours to promote the Ho- 
nour of that God, whom he loved; and for 
_ theſe Reaſons, no Dangers terrified, no Per- 
ecutions diſcouraged nah from proclaiming 
the Glory of his Saviour to the World. 


He had devoted himſelf, in all Events, to 


his Worſhip p and Service; his Reſolution Was, 
Lord; or if he died, he would die unto the 


he would be | the Lord's. — And when he 
found theſe” his Endeavours crowned with 
Succeſs; when he: was ſo happy as to prevail 
| on others to renounce their Errors Ing 
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: ſtudy and pro- 


hence inflamed with Divine Leg 5 
— He ſaw and admired the Wonders of 1 


that whether he lived he would hve unto the 
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N XXIII. 42 3 
* 5 ontward Pro- 


in Truth; 
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aflrnce and * 18 Big we. by and 
and will never A zus to loſe Sight 
of .heax enly Objects. naturally leads 


the Perfectio d ppineſs of our 
e us as like to Go 
mul Man can 9 made like to his Ma- 
er ; and this. Similitude is wrought. out by 
à total Change of Mind and Heart, fi 
* Vices 120 5 | th RNS of the 


in view, 5 mut on he to meh 
= | which they love, "and 3 
to; 17 2 it N A YE r that it may re- 
dound ebe Glory f God. — And indeed, 8 
this is the proper Honour and Glor 1 
the true Chriſtian hir felt; 3. it 18 his Gs ory 
t he is,,wholly, reſigned into the H. 
his God and Saviqur, - and deſires: no- 
. fo. much as t 
WI IM it 18 his 1 4 that he loves him With 
al a He l. bis. T7 and bis Strength ; 
e 4 ee 
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Performance of his 


— png. N is Ae regular 2 of Chriſtian 
Vina, firſt to love God for his infinite Love 
Pertections, and then, for his Sake, fo 

 bove others as ourſelves. —» And this Charity 
s ſo very generous and ſo very diffuſive a 
Principle, that it will never content itſelf 
. with the Good it has done, as long as it is 
in its Power to do mote; nor think rage om 
Liberty ever to ceaſe from labouring, as 
long as there remains one fingle Object » t 
4 2 for its Affiſtan eee. 
So that, Chriſtianity is indeed 1 ano- 
-r Name for the Love "of, God, and the 
Love of our Neighbour ; this Love implies 
unwearied Endeavours to promote the Ho- 
nour of the one, and the eternal Intereſts 
of the other; and conſequently, this could 
3 be the Caſe of our Apoſtle only, but 
ry ſincere Chriſtian will find it to be 

bis "Ditty, and his greateſt Deſire, 70 walk 
a the 2. Rude,” 287 70 mind the | 
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eneral Meaſures of "A Actions; whate er 
bis Station or Abilities are, 4 P. ortion ou, 
the Joy and Comfort of ot 5 
the natural Conſequence of auh 'a Conduct. 
— S what Proſpect is ſo dept hs 
Soul of Man ' thar of doing b e 
what 8 ies of doing Good is ſo 10 
3 that whoſe good Effects "ll wu 
for ever? — F there be great Foy in H 
cbyver one Sinner that repenteth; if the Sicht t of 
this excellent Work gives Pleaſure to angelick 
Minds; * of th: at r e NT 4 
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 fign, which bas a direct and immediate Ter 1 


e to the good | Work: bufors 2 A 
ork which in itſelf muſt be allowed to be 
good for the fame Reaſons, and upon the 
fame Principles, that Chriſtianity itſelf is. al- 

lowed to be ſo. For if Chriſtianity itſelf 
be of any Uſe, the ſeaſoning the Minds of 


— Youth carly with its 2 and the im- 
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and we 407th them, in eternal Glory. A; 
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ruly- Chriſtian and good; and if any re 
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any Man who has been, or intends 15 


2 7 Manner. "If he Point 
view be Bn in itſelf, and is. purſued 
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e Means, this 1 ws all 2 


5 were 4 Miracle 
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- 5 one 80 2 WT e e Kingdoms, of the 


"FEED 77 75 
1 1 we Raps by this Rulle Jah bark 
: great Reaſon to glory in the Work before Fro 
— Many, haye gone out from theſe little 
minaries, who. have become uſeful to 184 
Relations, their Families, and the Publick 3 
uſeful Members of Society, dutiful Subjects 
do the King, true Members of this Chi ich, 
and faithful Servants of jeſus Chriſt. 
Who live themſelves in the conſtant Fear and 


Worſhip of God, and bring up their 2785 


lies in the ſame religious Manner: Wh. 
daily returning Thanks to God, for n 
was here done for them, and are daily im- 
1 ploring Bleſſings on the Heads of thoſe who 
did it. And wh are now going on chear- 
fully and thankfully in the Diſcharge of their 


rn "3. _ 
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1 Duty | here, 2 and advaneing regularly and 


Pior y to eternal Happineſs hereafter. 

5 that if any Man would know: "what 
Return be is to expect for the Money here 
laid out, it is this; he may ſee the Salvation 
of theſe Children ſet forward by it; he may 
ſee the Glory of God, and hes Honour of 
his Saviour, promoted by it; and he may, 
with St. Paul, have the incxpreſſible Comfort 5 
ef 3 brying and rejoicing in it. | 
=O it ever was ſeaſonable, or expedient, 

ry, to eee and promote ſo 
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Ee Kind appear open and barefaced, and ſeem 
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| it i iſt ſurely bo the 
lth of every ſerious Mer 
Church, to oppoſe the Proprefi 


ians, and as Members 
t muſt be allowed to 


be ot very 
t G0 all that in us yes, to reſcue thoſe poor 
8 from all ee of that ma 
Want, Ignorance, Depravity bf? 
5 Infidelity and to give them 


Doctrines and Worthip. 4 
F "then there be "any | Conſtation in 


te Gap of Cine if ay Ger in his 


. . Love; 
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falta, 57 Pa- 


ke. in our Streets; it muſt ſurely be 
ſincere Chriſtian to labour 


the Sucteſs of its Enemies. And if fuch 


proper Method of expreſſing it, 
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8 . And whe, > Apotl herefore, in * 
Text, reproves both. — He condemns theſe 
| . - in Teachers for having. ſo much Zeal in a 
= bad Cauſe ; and the Ga/atians, who hearkened 
do them, for having not ſo little Zeal in a 
32 one. He tells the latter, that how 


much ſoever thoſe Seducers might appear to : 
them to. have, or really might have, their 
Salvation at Heart, yet the Methods they 
ct.ook to promote, n really endanger it; 
and therefore they muſt be rejected. And 
dq this he adds, 17 moſt. mild - anc tender 

| *Reproof, for their not continuing in their 

| former laudable Zeal and Affection for him, | 
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Religion requires" of us; that we ſhould Love 
he Lord 6 our” Goa, with all our Hearts, and all 
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e eds oth, LL Fork it is his Zeal 1 ard 
Affection for the Things of God and Religion, 
which muſt advance us to any great Degrees of 
Chriſtian Perfection; it is this Zeal and Aﬀec- 
tion which tBrough the Guidance'of the Divine 
| Spirit has produced in good Men the moſt he- 
roick Aﬀs of Piety te God, and Charity to 
Men, in all A 870 and the fame Cauſe Would 
till #hroug ch the fate Affiſtance, produce the | 
i fate Effects oF it were equally powerful and 
ative in us, < Tf our Hearts were as much 
ehnflamed with Divine Love as the Royal 
Flfalmiſt's was, we ſhould; like him, be con- 
vally expreſſing it in Acts of "Adoration, 
- Phaile, and Thankſgiving ;”if our Souls were 
La ag for God, and longed 40 cume before his 
: 9 we ſhould rejoice in every Opportu- . 
0 . with you, in the Strains of 
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are called, and give none Occalion to. the] Ene 


| and; in the. — 0 1 Men to do 4 great. 


| Deals, it is in the Power of every Man to give 
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open Inereaſe of Infidelity, and all Kinds of 


V . as if they were ſecure that they 
could not partake of the Guilt of it. Where⸗ 


as, if their Hearts were really attached to the 
Hauſe. of God and his Religion, they could not 


| be indifferent. c or- lukewarm. in it; had they a 
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t the one, — — — or 
Z wh t the open Appearance of the other. — 
i therefor it is a criminal Su pineneſs and 
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eal and Affection for him and his —ů | 
they would appear open and reſolute in Defenſe 
25 chem ; and all Men, in their ſeveral Places 
WAL lf ſhew their wy 
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| who diger om in Opinion and Jus 
But in all Things that relate t. enn en 
; and Principles of — 

is no Room for the 16 good Chriſt tian 


ie.” Tnith of bis Region, 
prevent 0 Or r oppoſe J V vth of all Wic- 
kednefy and Infidelity, ency and Vi- 
gour.— But ther , thoug b aſlured Ae. Cauſe 
is good, he muſt — that in 
Order to render his Zeal tru) 7 laudable, it muſt 
have the - 85 9 


ſttle, it muſt be cor 


p 8 ſufficient Excuſe for the Breach of ano 


yy J Thied: Seen, before-ment dined '; | 
. it muſt be kept within due k Bounds, as 
do the Degree of it, and the Means and Mary 
0 parking it; or in the Language of our Apo- 
| ni usted well — Otherwiſe 'he 
5 may eaſily tranſpreſs his Duty, even in p purſuing 8 
that Which is good. * Zeal may cio - 
to Hatred, Malice, and all Kinds of Unchart 


tableneſs, to the Perſons -of thoſe whoſe Wie- 5 


oppoſes; his Zeal may lead him to 
; e an Authority of judging, and exerciſe : 2 
Power of puniſhing, to which he has no Right 
or it may induce him to think the End will 
ſanctify any Means, and-conſequently; that he 
may lawfully tranſ zreſs God's Commandments, 
5 8 to Aud ae his Honour and Glory. — 
But in all theſe Inſtances, though he may be 
Beha iy affected, and un 4 good Catiſe, yet it is 
not well. For as Zeal is a Duty, which is not 


confined to one Time or Place; fo are thoſe f 


Charity, Juſtice, and Mercy; and nothingeanbe 
more abſurd in itfelf, or more blaſphemous with 
Reſpect to Almi ohty God, than to ſuppoſe that 
his Laws are ſo nN or ſo much in our 
Power, that the Obſervance of one will be 4 
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The true Medium in this Caſe, and the true ge⸗ 

neral Rule for our Conduct is unqueſtionably 

this; that we ought to have an equal and uni- 
ferm Regard to all the Divine Laws; and ought 
not to indulge ourſelves in willfully tranſgreſ. 
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in Order to this gt 


an von ah ct Recolleionof e. 

EN inn, Cro:/ades, and the like Methods o 

_ + "verſion; the moſt merciful Part cf Which is 
- _ putting the Converts to Death; but EN is one 5 EIS: 

ik 0 1 cumſtance, which: makes the Remes zmbrance 


Rs Zeal eee Enemies: 4s: in Wins one — 4 


and in this only, agreeable to the Apoſtle's 
Advice; they are thus zealouſly affefied A.- 
pars - By which I intend not to involve all 


Inithe Or 


munion of that Church, in the Guile 
approving of thoſe unparallel'd Iniquities: 


5 : but this we Know, and this only I mean, that 


ng the govetning Part, thoſe Ductrines are 


5 1 Nil retainefl which lead to theſe Practices, and 
the Practices themſelves are highly applauded; 
and conſequently, there can want only a favour- 


OP ortunity, for the ſame. Principles and 
Cat ſes to producę the ſame Effects. — And 


re if they are thus zealous in the worſt 
ſes, much more ought we to be zealous- 


Wir Rai AL WAs, in the Cauſe of our moſt 


n. We ought to look back with 


” — the two great Deliverances of this 


Day, as the Foundations of the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſings we do or can enjoy; and if our Enemies 
are always vigilant to pluck up and to deſtroy , 
much more ought: we. to be t ſave and to de- 


fend. Not to return Evil for Evil, or Perſe- 
cation; for Perſecution; but to do whatever i . 
neceſſary for our Defence and Safety; and 
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